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evidently progressive, and we are bound to believe it | 
the best which could have been adopted ; that we see) 
The following correct statement, and excellent Vindi- | pain f.l!owed in many instances by the most benificial 
consequences, and should conclude that under the ad- | 
ministration of Omniscience this will be its final and | 
invariable result ; and that so long as there is a great 
and ever increasing prepondersnce of happiness in the 
existence of every individual, the gift of exi-tence must 
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UNITARIAN vinprcation of UNIV ERSALISM. 


cation of Universalism is said to be from the pen of 
Rev. F. W. P. Greenwoop, a Unitarian minister 
of Boston, now Colleague with the itey. Dr. Free- 
map at the Slone Chapel. 

he to every one an inestimable blessing. —Should it be 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. said, on the other hand, that the very principle that 


The doctrine of elerna! punishment teaches, that by| a certain proportion of evil is conducive to the greatest 


| 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


‘‘For God ts paid when man receives ; 
Z” enjoy is to obey.’—Pore. 


According to this approved maxim, our heavenly 
Father requires nothing of us merely for his own bene- 
fit, but solely for our enjoyment. Now that we may 
kuow for ourselves, that this sentiment is verily cor- 
rect, it is only necessary fo examine carefully and mi- 
nutely what God has commanded us to do, and what 
not to do, and the natural tendency of obedience in 


far the greater past of mankind enter, after death, into 
q state of torment as horrible asthe omnipotence of an 


anery God can inflict, as unintermitted asthe flow of| 


time, and as lasting as eternity. Phis doctrine be- 
comes if possible more revolting, when coonected with 


the doctrines 





degree of happiness, may demand the eternal misery of | relation to our enjoyments. And if further argument 
some in order to secure the greatest general good—It | were needed, it might be amply supplied by duly cal- 
is answered, that it is impossible to conceive how the | culating the inevitable consequences of disobedience, 
infinite misery of the majority is to bring about the | relative to ourselves. 


greatest sum of felicity ; and further. that if the sys- There seems to be no necessity of proving that the 


of natural depravity and election, which | tem of Providence does not ten’ to the ultimate good | Creator and upholder of all things can receive no bene- 


- . og! c . . . 
gesert that all men are liable toe verlasting punishment | of all, it ig nota perfecl or a merciful system ; and if | fit from us, for this is gravted by all, as it must be so 
on acconnt of the sin of Adam, and that only a few who there is a single person whose existence is on the/long as the infinite fulness of God is by all acknow- 
w.ro elected before the foundations of the world, are | whole miserable, the Creator is to that person a par- ledged. 


to ve delivered from this curse of their nature, by con-| tial and malgnant being; for what is it to him that 


yersion or regeneration, without any regard to what 


they may have dove or omitted todo. Bot it isnotne-| share their happiness. 


The Supreme law-giver requires that we love Him 
the rest of creation are happy so long as he can never| with all the heart, without the least reservation. Let 
ilappiness cannot be of this| us examine this requirement, that we may understand 


cessary to give the Calvinistic view of the doctrine. In| transferable nature. That God may be infinitely good, | how intimately it is connected with our moral felicity. 


its simplest form itis shocking enough: for in its sim- 
plest form it supposes that there are human beings, who, 
within the rounds of a few earthly years, can commit 
sin enough to render themselves worthy of ceaseless 
forment through the countless ages of eternity: and 
that no remorse, no repentance, no desire to return to 
God and goodness. willeverentiile them to the least 
remission or suspension of this incanceivable woe, nor t: 
the slightest hope that it will ever bo miligated or come 
teanenc, 

The few arguments which! have to offer against the 
dectrine, are to my mind conclusive. ‘ihey are drawn 
from the character of God, and from the true design 
and end of punishment. 

We all believe that God is perfectly good, and per- 
fectly wise, and infnitely powerful. Such ideas of 
the Deity doin themselves contradict the notion of en- 
dless misery ; and I cannot see how any person can 
hold them all consistently with each other. If Ged is 
perfectly good, if he is the very essence of benevolence 
and goodness, he must have designed the happiness of 
all his intelligent ereatures—he must have designed 
to make existence on the whole a blessing to all on 


whom he has bestowed it. If he is perfectly wise, he 





he must be good to every creature whom he has mavle ; | Obedience to this command can never be rendered un- 
and be cannot be good to every creature if he even|tilevery attribute which we behold in God appears to 
places one of them in dauger of everlasting misery.— | us to be entirely lovely. So long as error presents us 
From the acknowledged attributes of God therefore, || with any attribute in the divine Being, which appears, 
draw the conclus’en that the doctrive of everlasting | in any way, unlovely, it is impossible that we should 
punishment must be false. love Him with all the heart; there must be a reser- 
We may arrive at the same conclusion by consider- | vation corresponding with the exceptionable attribute 
ing the trae nature and design of punishment. Pun-| which error has figured tothe mind. But when every 
ishment is the infliction of pain, with the intention of | dark cloud has passed away, when every spot has dis- 
prodvcing reformation. If it be not conducted with | appeared, and one bright flame of celestial glory forms 
this intention, it is reyenge. We say then that no|the character of God, the enraptured beholder is at- 
other punishment can be employed by the all-merciful | tracted by a resistless charm and exclaims, altogether 
(iod, than corrective punishment. Like the figure of | lovely! 
Janus, it must have two faces; acd while one of them| Though this transporting vision may be of but short 
looks back on the offence, the other must look forward duration, owing to the variations incident to imperfect 
to the reformation of the offender. A purely merciful | minds, yet while it continues there seems to be a full 
being cannot make use of punishment which is merely | compliance with the divine command; and also, at 
vindictive. By inflicting pain oo account of the com- the same moment, a bliss is enjoyed, which is as per- 
mission of evil, he must intend to correct the cause of | fect as the love which fills the heart and exerts all its 
thatevil. If, with the intention of correcting, he does | powers, 
not at last correct it, he manifestly wants the power; ‘The view here taken of this first and great com- 
of effecting bis end, and is no longer omnipotent. And |™@nd discovers the necessary relation between obed- 
as evil is corrected, the subject of the correction must ,'@nce and enjoyment, and gives the understanding full 





become virtuous, and consequently happy ; for to say | “Onviction of the fact, that complete obedience is com- 


must have adopted the best method for securing such | that the cause is removed which produced misery and | plete happiness. It evidently belongs to this subject, 


aresvlt. If he is infinitely powerful, he must be able 
to guard against every circumstance which might de- 
feat his purposes, and he must jfinally aud inevitably 
accomplish them. ‘These deductions appear to me to 
be drawn directly from the unquestioned premises, and 
to be as sure and as sublime as the holy attributes 
which furnish them. How cana Being who is good- 
ness itself, form a creature who shall be even liable 
toeverlasting wretchedness, and curse it with a life, 
which, with the exception of a mere point or two of 
time on this earth, may be to it an agonizing and in- 
tclerable burthen forever? Itisimpossible. Andifhe 
intends the happiness ofevery creature, and yet that 
happiness is not at least effected, he must be deficient 
in wis’om and power ; deficient in wisdom to plan the 
beavs, and in power to produce the end.— Should it be 
asked, why there is any pain or sudering whatever i 
the world ; why all men are not formed to be alway- 
and entirely happy without any liability fosin or mis 

Sry ; the auswer ix, thal Lue scueime vi i’royideuce as 





called for correction, and yet that the misery will re- |! UY the reverse, that we may understand that our 
main, isan absurd contradiction; it is tosay that the | ipfelicily must necessarily correspond with our wapt of 
individual has returned to virtue, without experiencing | conformity to the divine command, just noticed. If it 
its necessary and constant influences and effects. In| be acknowledged that love constitutes our happiness, 
short, the very idea of corrective punishment contra- | it follows, of course, that our infelicity must corres- 
dicts the supposition of its eternity; and corrective ,P024 with our want of love, and rise in an exact ratio 
punishment alone is consistent with perfect wisdom and, ¥'th our hatred, 
goodness. | If we examine the divine requirement, in which our 
I know that it is common to say, that outraged justice duty to one another is enjoined, we shall at once be 
demands the infliction of ponishment without regard to satisfied that He who commanded us to love oar neigh- 
correction. It is an abuse of the word. Justice de- bors as ourselves, saw that our happiness necessarily 
mands nothing which is inconsistent with goodness. — depended on this duty, and desigued the command- 


What indeed is the justice of the Supreme Being, if it, "et and ordained it unto life. It seems impossible to 


e not the designs of his infinite goodness directed by ©*pres* this doctrine more plainly or more beautifully 
\is infinite wisdom, and accomplished by his infinite '®40 iu the words of the sweet singer of Israel; **Be- 
hold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together io unity! It is like the precious oint- 
-ment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, 
“Consider the work of God; for who can make that @ven Aaron’s beard; that went down to the skirts of 
strait, which he nath made crovked ?”—Seript, 


power? 
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‘hus garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew 
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that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there consequently are before the throne of God, are em- 
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life forever | ployed in serving him day and night. Now my ques- 
more.” Butthat our conviction may come short ie tien is, If we are to be compensated in the world to 
nothing, let the opposite of this happy fraternity be | come for serving God bere, where are we to be com- 
examined. What now presents itself? Rational hu-| pensated for serving him there? In this world the 
man beings acting coutrary to reason and in violation best of us scarcely serve God day or night; and yet it 
ef humanity, hateful and hating one another, while is expected that we shall receive an eternal reward 
every evil work is the employment of their hearts and for it in the world to come. Whereas, in the world to 
hands. The weight and measure of all this wicked- come, it seems the best of us will have to serve God 
ness, is the exact weight and measure of infelicity en- both day and night; this service ought certainly to be 
dured by these workers of iniquity ; and the distance | recompensed with something more than an eternal re- 
they are from loving each other as they love them- ward, if the partial obedience to God in this world ts 
selves isthe precise distance they are from that en- | to be recompensed with that which iseternal. Pray 
joyment which satisfies the soul. | you brethren, you who profess to believe in what you 
Keeping in view the maxim of the poet, which heads | call ‘*the retributions of eternity,” to inform me why 
these remarks, and endeavoring to preserve a due har- | the services of eternity should not as well be rewarded 
mony in the arguments here presented, | will add, by as the services of time; or. if those services are to be 
way of conclusion, that the two commandments, which rewarded, when is the reward to be meted eut. We 
have been noticed, are a perfect example of the whole , universalists are so unlike you in our notions, that we 
duty of man in all its various operations, through its | think there is a sufficient reward in the service of God, 
infinite variety of particulars; and that our arguments whether here or hereafter. Consequently, if we can 
relative to them, will apply, exactly, to every duty be brought to serve God day and night in his temple, 
binding on us, as rational, moral beings. H. B. | wethinkitwill be theperfection of happiness. J.BRooks. 
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From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. FOR TES CAIVERSALICN BAGASIENE. 


“SOUL HUMBLING DOCTRINES OF THE 


ee All nature cries aloud, that God is infinitely good, 
We hear a great deal said of late years about ‘the | His providence, and written word, testify the same.— 
soul-humbling doctrines of the cross.”.—And what is | For He so loved the world, that he gave his well be- 
meant by these soul-humbling doctrines? It is meant | loved Son, on purpose to save the world from darkness, 
that those, who believe in a certain set of dogmas, shall | sin and death. His purpose shall be accomplished, 
be exalted to the throne of God, “not for avy worth or | for he will do all his pleasure. Throvgh, and by his 
worthiness in themselves, but of God’s distinguishing Son, He makes an end of sin, and brings in everlasting 
or electing grace ;” while those who do not believe in! righteousness—destroys death, and him that has the 
them, shall be sunk to the depths of interminable wo,| power of death, that is the devil. ‘Praise Him in 
for the same want of ‘‘worth or worthiness,” and of | everlasting strains,” for sin, and death, and the devil, 
God’s reprobating grace ! are under sentence of anuihilation, or eternal exclu- 
Soul-humbling doctrines these in good earnest ! Who! sion from the universe of God. 
would not imbibe the spirit of deepest humility, to be- 
lieve himself a favorite of the Almighty, and, by this 
partiality, to be eternally set above his equals? Soul- 
humbling doctrines! yes, and of the cross, to be infla- 
ted and puffed up with the idea of going to heaven, to 
spend the ages of eternity in unsullied bliss, while 
others, just as worthy and good, or rather just as worth- 
jess and bad, shall agonize in the billows of quench- 
less wrath! When you see a man engrossing all the 
privileges of christianity, and setting at nought, and 
trampling under his feet all who do not bow to the 
sceptre of his assumed authority ; when you see a man 
scouting, and scoffing, and spurning every idea of equal- 
ity in the distribution of divine favor, then you see one 
who has embraced what are called ‘the soul-humbling 
doctrines of the cross.”—Let the devotees of these 
“‘soul-humbling doctrines” obtain all the temporal au- 
thority after which they aspire, and you shall see as 
many victims of persecution, fire and faggot, as ever 
drenched the earth with their blood during the reign of 
soul-humbling Popery. J. Brooxs. 


DIVINE GOODNESS, 








*“*O how shall words with equal warmth— 
The gratitude declare, 

That glows within my thankful heart ; 

But THov canst read it there.” K. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
FUTURE JUDGMENT. 
To the Editors of the Universalisi Magazine, 
Sirs,— Will you permit one who wants more light, 


through the medium of your paper to adress the re- 
quest to Mr. BaLrour, which here follows? 
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Sir,— You say; “It may be further objected, if your 
views be admitted, they do away al! retribution or 
punishment in a future state of existence. Answer. 
This does not certainly follow, for although the texts 
which speak of the duy of judgment, are given up as 
proving the commonly received opinion of such a day 
of judgmeut, yet it may perhaps be proved from other 
parts of scripture.” Now, sir, by these remarks | am 
led to ask you, whether the doctrine of a future judg- 
ment and retribution be not very clearly suggested 
in the following passages? John vy. 28, 29, **Marvel 
not at this; for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good unto the resur- 
rection of life; and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” 2 Cor. v. 10, “For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive the things done in his bo- 
dy, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.”” 

It is hoped, dear sir, that you will not think it im- 





¥ROM THE SAME. 
A QUESTION, 


It is the opinion of the greater part of the christian 
world, that those, who serve God in this world, are to 
be compensated for so doing in the world to come. It 
is also the opinion of the same people, that those **who 
have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb, and are before the throne of God, 
serving him day and night in his temple,” (Rev. vii. 
14, 15,) are in that world to come, where the obedien! 





‘and faithful receive their reward for the services of 
this life. 











But it seems that those who have washed their robes 


and made them white im the blood ef the Lamb, end | 


pertinent if | ask, whether it would be easy to con- 
ceive how our blessed Lord could have more plainly 


expressed the doctrine of a future judgment and re- | 


2 SL 
minds of the people with a sanction so awful, than he 


has in the passage above quoted from the Zospel of 


John? And you will permit me also to press the fo}. 
lowing question, which | can hardly believe you wij} 
consider an unimportant one, and that is, if the doc. 
trine of a future judgment and retribution be not true, 
how will you account forthe fact, that our Lord should 
use expressions which so literally express what is not 
true, and so perfectly calculated to lead people to be. 
\lieve it? If you will carefully look at the Passage 
labove quoted from the 2d epistle to the Corinthians, 
and duly examine the subject from the introduction of 
the chapter, where it is evident that the apostle wa; 
speaking of the prospects of the christian faith con. 
cernivg a future state, it seems not impossible that you 
may allow the queries just stated respecting the {or- 
mer text, might, with the same propriety at least, be 
taken into cousideration in relation to the last. 

As | am willing frankly to acknowledge that I have 
no reason to doubt your sincerity, in your researches, 
so | entertain a hope, that you will believe that my 
regard for truth prompts me, if possible, to effect an 
elicitation salutary to its promotion. If you will reply 
to these queries, | engage to inform you whether | am 
satisfied or not. Discip.e or TrRera, 








From the (Troy, N. Y.) Evangelical Restorationist, 
A COMPLIMENT TO UNIVERSALISTS., 


A few days since I was conversing with a Mrs. B—, 
an honest good hearted Presbyterian lady, on the sub- 
ject of Universal Salvation, and argued that a belief of 
the doctrine, so far from leading to sin an‘ licentious- 
ness, as is supposed by some, would naturally beget in 
us, a love and gratitude to God, and make us willing- 
ly obedient to his commands, that ‘‘the gooduess of God 
leadeth to repentance;” and, to show it consistent 
with the scriptures, cited St. Paul’s words to the Ro- 
mans: **What shall we say then? Shall we continue 
in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. How 





'shall we, that are dead to sin, live avy longer therein?” 


And St. Joha’s words: **We love Him because he first 
loved us.” 

**Yes,”’ observed Mrs. B—, “I see the force of your 
remarks, and that they apply very well to christians 


!and good people ; but all men are not good enough to 


be wniversalits.”” 

“I thank you, Mrs. B—,’’ replied 1, *‘for your com- 
plimeut: then every Universalist, according to your 
view of the subject, to be censistent with his doctrine, 
The doctrine, then, is acknow- 
ledged to be goed.» And would to God that every 
professed Universalist would thivk of this as he 
ought, and live up to the spirit of the doctrine he pro- 
D. 5. 


must be a good man. 


fesses, 








Froin the (Philadelphia) Universalist. 
PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


To the enlightened believer in the soul-savibg Gos- 
pel of Christ, no intelligence can be more interesting 
and welcome, than that which gives the assurance ol 
the epread and influence of religious truth. His ‘*soul 
is sick”? at the reports of missionary labors, which, 
though generally entirely futile, are little less than use- 
less, even when most successful, Such labours and 
effurts he esteems the illjudged, but well meant fruits 
of mistaken zeal ; while the correction of that zeal, the 
gift of a sober temperament to the passions, and the en- 
lightening and directing of the mind of the christian 
community. he considers as objects of the highest im- 
portance to thehumanrace. The moral and intellect- 
ual purification, and the rational direction of the chris- 
lian mind, he considers indispensably necessary to the 





successful and useful establishment and promotion ol 


tribution, if it had been his intention to impress the | christianity among the heathen. 
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The time has fully come, when this desideratum is 
about to be attained. The spirit of the dark ages has 
peen gradually superceded—light has diffused its 
cheering comforts over the regions of mental darkness, 
and truth is restming its empire over error and mis 

conception. The tardy and troubled movements of 
the spirit of investigation, which marked the progress 
rly reformers, are now assuming a regular and 


of the ea 
Obstructions have 


uniform tendency and direction. 
been removed, and the general impulse greatly accel- 
erates the work of universal reformation. Noone man 
has perhaps added more to the stock of liberal princi- 
ples, and free inquiry, than Dr. Priestly. Not that it 
is believed, that even his capacious and enlightened 
mind embraced every particular worthy of research ; 
but the integrity of his heart prompted the manly, op- 
en, and candid expression of his principles, and the 
powers of his understanding were faithfully exercised, 
in giving a reason of bis hope. His writings have aid- 
ed the inquiring mind in the investigation of truth ; 
and have been extensively useful in the promotion of 
those general and great doctrines of primitive chris- 
tianity, which in their progress will effectually tri- 
umph over every vestige of apostacy and corruption in 
the Christian church. 

Though not the first, and probably not the greatest 
of the modern English reformers, yet from his time lib- 
eral christianity has made an unparalled progress in 
E: gland avd America. Dr. Buchanan, in amount, 
acknowledges that the Presbyterians and Independents 
of England are Unitarians. No American needs be 
informed, that the same denominations in New Eng- 
land have very generally followed their example. But 
whoever shall compare the works of these European 
and American liberals, will at once perceive, that the 
doctrine of the final restoration of all men to purzy and 
happiness is av important particular in the sentiments 
of the former; while it will be seen, that the latter 
maintain an incorrigible and fastidious silence on that 
subject. ‘This particular aloue distinguishes the doc- 
trinal and professional character of Unitarians from 
Universalisls. ‘The first propagators of Universalism in 
America were indeed Trinitartans or Sabellians, and 
their progress, though considerable, was sensibly re- 
tarded by their general maintainance ef the peculiar 
doctrines deuominated orthodox. An almost total re- 
firm has taken place on this subject ; and the conse- 
qience has been the unparalleled prosperity of the sen- 
timent, and the most astonishing increase of believers 
in the doctriue of Universal Salvation. Other doc- 
trines have waxed and waned,—have spread with ra- 
pidity, lived for a moment, on the strength of excited 
passions, and have too often left their subjects ina 
state of the most inflexible apathy, or a prey to the 
most blasphemous disrespect for all forms of piety, and 
all religion. But Universalism is a religion of intellect; 
aud its course has been undeviating. The mind once 
iabued with its light— which has confided in the prom- 
ises of God—enjoyed an earnest of their accomplish 
ment, and been blessed with the spirit of reconcilia- 
lion, presses ‘‘toward the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Such a mind 
cannot turn back to the ‘tweak and beggarly ele- 
ments”—it knows what it believes, and why it be- 
lieves, and hence no known instance has occurred of a 
well-instructed believer in the final purity of all men. 
turning to the profession of a partial salvation. We 
do indeed occasionally bear, tbat a Universalist has 
renounced his principles and his profession—the solemn 
admonitions of a ‘‘yoice from the grave”? are called in 
Tequisition to give effect to such representations. But, 
on investigation, such reports are found to be either 
destitute of truth, or the result of ignorance, policy, or 
misconception. Investigation is the foster-mother of 


this precious doctrine, which holds its empire in the 
mind that receives the ‘truth in thé love of it ;? and 
although its progress was in the commencement slow, 
aad the number of its professors few, yet a single gen- 
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eration has witnessed the renewed omplishment of 
the testimony that “believers were Tronipiod grees 
ly, and a great company of the priests were obedien' 
unto the faith.” The first public preacher of the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation in America, was a conver: 
from the Methodists. The names of Chauncey, and 
Huntington, whose works are intimately connected 
with the history of Universalism, are also enrolled a- 
mong the Presbyterians and Congregationalists. The 
Baptists have given us a Winchester, wilh a host of 
others who yet live to testify the “grace of God that 
bripgeth salvation to all men.”? ‘Thus where, fifty-five 
years since, but a solitary individual, like Paul at A- 
thens, anounced the inalienable paternity of God, 
hundreds are now preaching peace and reconciliation 
to botfi Jew and Greek. Where only a few despised 
individuals dared to avow the honest and undisguised 
sentiments of their hearts, thousands now, without re- 
proach, make their vows, and dedicate their offerings 
to the Living God. And where divine worship was 
tendered to the ‘‘God and Father of the spirits of all 
flesh,” in the humble mansion of seme kindred believ- 
er, or the towering and shady grove, temples have 
been erected and consecrated to the ‘God of the 
whole earth.” 





FOR TNE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
“AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, 
WHY po you ATTEND a UNITARIAN CHURCH?” 


A few days ago, I accidentally met with a little four- 
page tract bearing the above title. I read it with a- 
vidity and care, expecting to learn from it the doctrine 
preached at the “Unitarian Cuourca.” This was 
information I had long wished to obtain, but in my at- 
tempts bitherto I had been unsuccessful, If the XVIII 
reasons for attending a Unitarian Church, contained in 
the tract, are a fair statement of the doctrine preach- 
ed there, | must believe, what | have long suspected, 
that those who call themselves Unilarians are Univer- 
salists under another name. See the reasons; Ist. 
Because the Unitarians reject all human creeds and 
articles of faith, and strictly adhere to the great Pro- 
testant principle, ‘the Bible—the Bible, only.” The 
word Universalisis might be substituted for the word 
Unilarians, in this reason, with great propriety ; for 
one important part of the Universalist’s labor is to turn 


people from all human creeds and doctrines, to the| 


scriptures, that they may be taught of God, and not of 
men. 

2. **Because the Unitarian doctrine can be expressed 
in the very words of Jesus and his apostles, without 
addition or comment.”? Here follow quotations from 
Mark xii. 28—34. John xviii. 3. 1 Cor. viii. 6. Gal. 
iii. 20. Eph. iv. 6. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Now the word Uni- 
versalist might be substituted for the word Unitarian 
in this place with as much propriety as in the former. 
For the consistent Universalist argues that the doctrine 
he preaches is ‘texpressed in the very words of Jesus 
and his apostles, — without addition or comment ;” and 
that this circumstance gives it a pre-eminence over al] 
others. And he quotes the same passages which the 
professed Unitarian has adduced, together with many 
more, *‘without addition of comment,” to prove that 
it is the doctrine of God. 

3. **Because at the Unitarian Church, I am not 
taught to think that those who do not believe the doc- 
trine there maintaived, *“‘must, without doubt, perish 
everlastingly,’’ nor required to ceusure and condemn 
any man for dillering from me in his religious senti- 
ments; but am exhorted to live in charity with all 
men.” ‘This is perfectly agreeable tothe preaching of 
the Universalist. For the doctrine, that **God will 
bave all men to be saved,” and that he ‘‘is the Saviour 
of ull men,” does not teach that he who does not be 
lieve it, ‘must, without doubt, perish everlastingly ;” 
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and the doctrine of Universal love and good will, re- 
juires us, not only to live in charity with, but to love 
all men, If therefore the Unitarian preaches accord- 
ing to this 3d statement, he so far, preaches agreeably 
to Universalism. 

4. **Because there I am at full liberty to judge for 
myself, and exercise all the rights of conscience ; with- 
out being exposed to the least censure, or unkind 
treatment.’ lL unhesitatingly assert that no preachers 
in Christendom labor harder to unchain- the human 
mind, and deliver it from the power of superstition and 
priestcraft ; that people may enjoy the “full liberty of 
judging for themselves; and exercising all the rights 
of conscience,”’ than Universalists. They exhort their 
hearers to “receive the word with all readiness of 
mind, and search the scriptures daily to see whether 
these things be so.” To “prove all things, hold fast 
that which is good”—To disallow all authority of 
creeds, churches and priests, over their minds, and 
judge, even of themselves, what isright. In this par- 
ticular as in the former, the professed Unitarian preach- 
es agreeably to Universalism. 

5. **Because | can understand the doctrine taught 
there, and have not to assent to what is contrary to 
reason.’ The Universalist labors to ‘‘feed the people 
with knowledge and understanding.”” ‘That is, with 
such things as they can know and understand. He 
cautions his hearers against attempting to believe that 
which is not within human comprehension, or assent- 
ing to auy thing which is contrary to reason. 

The 6th, 7th, and 8th reasons, having special allu- 
sion to the manner and object of the Unitarians’ wor- 
ship, | will pass them without any remark except to 
observe, that there is nothing in them to which the 
Universalist will object. 

9. “Because at the Unitarian Church I hear Jesus 
of Nazareth who was crucified, preached as the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” This is perfectly 
agreeable to Universalism, for that faith does not teach 
that ‘Jesus of Nazareth” was the Father of the “Son 
of the living God ;” nor that “the Christ, the Son of 
the living God” was the self-existent, eternal God 
himself. But it teaches that Jesus is the Son of God— 
the **Messenger of the everlasting covenant.” ‘The 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Je- 
The reader will perceive that thus far the pro- 
fessed Unitarian preaches Universalism. Observe care- 
fully the following reasons, 

10. ‘Because Unitarians teach the doctrine of * the 
true grace of Ged.’ His unmerited, unpurchased fa- 
vor to mankind, that salvation and eternal life, are bis 
free gifts through Jesus Christ ; which is clearly the 
doctrine of scripture.» Here it is not only asserted 
tbat the Unitarian preaches the “true grace of God,” 
but we are informed what the ** ‘true grace of God? is ; 
viz. his unmeruted, unpurchased favor to mankind,— 
that salvation and elernal life are his free gifts through 
Jesus Christ.” Now let me ask, what does the Uni- 
versalist preach? Does he spreach that God has no 
feelings of friendship for mankind while they are sin- 
ners; and that he will bestow no favors upon them 
except what they by holy feelings and virtuous actions 
sball merit? Does he preach that “salvation and eter- 
nal life’ are to be purchased by the sacrifices or good 
works of men in this life, or they can never be enjoy- 
ed’ No reader, this isnot what Universalists preach. 
They testify in “the very words of Christ and his a- 
postles, without addition or comment,” **that God so 
loved the world, even when they were dead in 
trespasses and sine, that he sent his only begotten Son; 
not to condemn the world, but that the world through. 
him might be saved.—That God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, even while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” That “by grace are ye saved, 


of God.” That **the gift of God is eternal life. —That 
the grace of God brivgeth salvation—to all men.=— 





(hus the Universalist preaches the “‘true grace of 





through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gi/t- 
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God,” viz. bis unmerited, unpurchased favor to: uian- 
kindj—that salvation and eternal life are his free 


vifts, and not the purchase of the creature. Yes,, 


reader, it is on the foundation of this “true grace of 
God,” “expressed in the very words of Jesus and his 
apostles,” that the Universalist rears the fabric of 
universal, impartial salvation ; even the salvation of 
all men. So far then,it is evident the professed Uni- 
tarian is a Universalist in his faith and preaching. 
Vhe next reason is further proof that the professed Uni 

tarian is a Universalist. 

11. **Because at the Unitarian Church, God is spok- 
en of according to the scriptures, as a Being who is in- 
finitely wise, just and good, as the * Father of all.’— 
There I hear nothing ascribed to him that is inconsist- 
ent with perfect wisdom, justice, and goodness, or 
with his character, as the gracious Father of all, or 
with the declaration,‘ Gop 1s Love,’ Svurely if the 
Unitarian testifies that God is ‘‘Father of all.’ he 
must preach ‘the true grace of God ;” for if an earth- 
ly parent loves even. his disobedient children, and is 
disposed to do them good; “Show much more shall our 
Father which is in heaven?» And if the professed 
Unitarian ascribes nothing to God that is inconsistent 
with his character as ‘the gracious Father of all, or 
with the declaration ‘* God is love,” he certainly 
preaches nothing but pure Universalism which bas its 
foundation in “the true grace of God,” and exhibits in 
every feature, the truth of the declaration, ‘*God is 
love.’ Twill pass the three succeeding reasons to 
notice the 

{5th. “*Because a future righteous retribution is 
preached, that every man shall be judged, according 
to what he hath, 2nd not according to what he hath 
not ; that our future condition is not determined by an 
arbitrary and irresistible decree, but according to the 
deeds done in the bodv.” fo judge man “according 
to what he hath, and not according to what he hath 
not,” is what might be expected from a Being of *‘per- 
fect wisdom, justice, and goodness.”? And it is ascrib- 
ing nothing to God, “inconsistent with his character as 
the gracious Father of all.” ‘This therefore, the Uni- 
versalist contends for as much as the Unitarian possibly 
can. But in the latter clause of this answer there is 
something which, to me, is almost unaccountable, for 
it directly contradicts premises previously laid down. 
It is here asserted, **that our fature condition is not 
determined by an arbitrary irresistible decree, but ac 
cording to the deeds done in the body.” Then it fol 
lows of necessity that the *‘future condition of all men 
will be in misery; for | may veuture to assert that no 
man ever lived whose conduct has not been more or 
less sinful. If therefore man’s future condition is to 
be determined according to the deeds (not a few deeds) 
done in the body,” all men must be more or less mis- 
erable in their future condition, This appears to be 
universal damnation, instead of universal salvation.— 
The reader wil! not be surprised that this part of the 
answer should appear to me unaccountable. But look 
farther. The Unitarian had previously said, “that sal- 
vation and eternal life are God's free gifts through Je- 
sus Christ ;°> but now he says that our future condi 
tion is to be determined by the deeds done in the bo- 
dy. If this is not a plain contradiction, lacknowledge 
Dy incapacity to state one. For if salvation and eter- 
nal life are free gifts from God,” how can the ‘deeds 
done in the body” determine our ‘*future condition?” 
If our future condition is to be “*éetermined by the 
deeds done in the body,” I am at a loss to know what 
the Unitarian means by God’s **unmerited, unpurchas- 
ed favor to mankind.” Furthermore, if the Unitarian 
adheres tothe proposition upon which I am remarking ; 
instead of teaching the doctrine of the ‘true grace of 
God,” which is “his unmeried, unpurchased favor to 
mankind,” he teaches the doctrive of the purchased 
“grace of God,” which is his merited, purchased **fa- 
vor to mankind.”” The statements that this fifteenth 
Yeason make appear no more strange to me, than that 


the Unitarian sypuid suppose that the passages he has| 


Mat. xvi. 27, **Then shall be reward every man ac- 


,no allusion to the future v old, it is only necessary wg) 
the 27th and’ 28th verses to be read in connection ; | 
which I request the reader of this to do at his leisure. | 
The next passage is 2 Cor. v. 1, quoted thus; *For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ ; 
that every one may receive the things done in the bo- 
dy, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” When! read the reason upon which | ao 
remarking, and found that it contained propositions op 
posed to all that prec eded or succeeded if in the tract, 
I felt suspicious that those propositions were no part oi 
the doctrine that the professed Unitarian believed ; 





and the manner in which the passage irom Corinthians 
ws quoted, confirmed that suspicion. It is said in the 
2d reason, in the trict that the **Unitarian doctrine ca: 
be expressed in the very words of Jesus and his apos 
tles, withont addition or comment.’ But whena pas 
sage was quoted to support the reason under consider- 
ation, four words were added to it ; and the{reason is 
obvious; it would not answer the purpose designed 
without such addition. Leave out the borrowed 
words, done—ithe—ii——-be—and the passage will read 
thus, ‘*For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that.every one may receive the things 
in body, according to that he hath done, whether good 
orbad” Reader do these words of the apostle, *‘with- 
out addition or comment,” prove that the retribu 
tion where people are to receive according to the 
things done in the body, is in the present or future 
world’? Read them once more and judge for yourseli. 
The circumstance, that addition to the words of the 
apostle was necessary to make them answer the pur- 
pose designed, confirmed my suspicion that the princi 
pal part of the 15th reason did not belong to the doc 
trine the professed Unitarian believed. Consequently 
1 still suspected that he was a Universalist ande: 





another name. This suspicion was strengthened by 
answer. 

16. **Becanse there I am taught to think well of hn- 
man nature, as the work of God, and to love all man- 
kind as my brethren, as the rational offspring ofthe Al- 
mighty.” the objects of his love. madeby himforhappi 
ness. This reason contradicts the preceeding one and 
perfectly agrees with the truth ; for if God loves man- 





” 


kind, and they were *tmade by hia for happiness.” | 
their future condition is not to be determined by the 





deeds done in the body, but they must receive “*salva- 
tien’ and eternal life, as free gifts from God, that it | 
may appear that they were ‘‘made by him for happi- 
ness.”? 

17. **Because the gospel, as preached by Unitarians, 
is on a leve) with the common sense of mankind, and) 
therefore agreeable to the description of his religion | 
given by our Lord himself where he calls it a revela- 
tion to babes, and suited to the poor!” 

The remarks which were made upon the 5th reason 
apply equally to this. But observe ; If ‘the gospel, 
as preached by Unitarians, is on a level with the com- 
mon sense of manki: d,” it surely does not teach that 
“salvation and eternal life are free gifts through Jesus 
Christ ; and also, “that our future condition is to be 
determined according tothe deeds done in the body ;” 
for this is a contradiction, too plain tor common s.nse 
to allow. If the gospel as preached by Unitarians, 
conta-‘ns the words of Jesus and his apostles, it must 
embrace the first of the above propositions, for there 's 
nothing more plainly taught in the scriptures than that 
‘salvation and eternal life are free gifts.” But IP call 
upon the Unitarian to produce the testimony of Jesus, 
or avy of his apostles, or any other inspired teacher, 
that ‘tour future condition is to be determined accord- 
ing to the deeds dove in the body, ifhe can: and if he 





caunot to pretend uo lunger thatthe gospel as preached! 


a 


by him is ‘ expressed in the very words of Jesus and his 
quoted to accompany tiem, have any allusion to a re- paglectige Sanat. geese: CARS SRSe nme ane 
tribution in the future world. ‘The first passage is| tles, nor any other inspired teacher ever uttered. 


18, ‘Finally, because at the same time that the 


cording to his works.” ‘To learn that this passage has | gospel is thus preached among Unitarians in its simpli- 
cily, its evidences and its truth are maintained with 
an energy and an effect which I can ascribe to yo 


cause buta more faithful use of the means God has af. 
forded them for the understanding and ilustratingof 
its doctrines.” 

Ifthe Unitarian preaches the gospel ‘in its simpli. 
city; that is ‘ton a level with the common sense 6f 
mankind,” it is certain that in this respect he does not 
tiffer from the Universalist. And that the “enerzy 
ind effect”? with which Universalists maintain the 
‘evidences and trath” of the gospel ave to be attribat- 
ed to an intemperate zeal, or a thirst for popularityol 
Bnt that every candid 
nan will ascribe it to a *tmore faithful use of the 
means God has afforded them for the understanding 
and illustrating of its doctrines. 

Thus I have attempted to show that according to 
the statement of the doctrine preached at the “Unpita- 
rian Charch” in the tract before me, Unitarians are 
really Universalists, but have assumed another name 
for reasons best Known tothemselves. Taroposivus, 


think no one will contend. 





NEW PAPER. 
The first nomber of Tar Crty Recorp Awp Bostow 


News Lerrer, was published on the 5th inst. by 
bel Bowen, Engraver, No. 2, Congress-Square. The 





work is neatly printed in an octavo form, containing 
16 paves, and will be issued on Saturdays, and contin- 
ved regularly, as seon as sufficient patronage is givea 
to warrant the expense. The following remarks from 
the Baltimore Patriet, give a just idea of the publi- 
cation. 


‘The object of the Recorp is ‘to ohscrve and pre- 
serve? every thing that may be interesting to the 1 re- 
sent or future generations relative tothe city of Boston. 
t will also chronicle all the mest remarkable events 
nthe world, with observations on the prospects of the 
reat commercial cities of America. A distinct histoe 
ical department will be a prime consideration of the 
ublisher, inteuded to itlustrate the history of Boston, 
sporti n of the paper will be set apart for ench adver- 
lisements as require preservation, and a complete in- 
dex will accompany the last oumber of every year 
The price to sunscribers will be three dollars ayers 
payable inacdvance. ‘The present number is issued a8 
a specimen of the work, which will commerce abort 
he 7th January next. The work appears to us de- 
serving of patronage.” 


NOTISS...The appointment for the Dedication 
at Haverhill. is altered {roa the afternoon to half past 
1¥, on the morning of the Suth inst. 
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Just received and for Sale at this Office, and by Rev. W, 
Jalfour, ( harlestown, A Senmoy, delivered betore the 
Vermont Legisiatue.—October 16, 1825. By Whiliim 
Morse, late pastor of the 2d Univ. Church, Philad: & 
phia. Text, Mat. vii. 15, 14. 

Also, a few copies of Balfour’s Inquiry, 24. edition. 
Price $l 25. : 

Likewise, a few copies of Balfour’s Answer to Mr. 
Sabine’s Lectures. ~ Price 5U cents. 
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